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RANCH LIFE

A children’s exhibit at the National Ranching Heritage Center
at Texas Tech University has added a familiar furry face to
the center’s interactive displays: Hank the Cowdog from the
beloved, long-running children’s book series. The Cash Family
Ranch Life Learning Center, which opened at the ranching
center in late 2023, recently put Hank in the tractor seat to
help kids and families better understand daily life on a ranch.
An introductory video from Hank and his creator, Midland
author John R. Erickson, greets visitors. As you move through
the educational space with the scruffy, self-proclaimed “Head
of Ranch Security” by your side, check out Hank’s favorite
rubber ball and food dish, handle farm equipment, and play
outdoors in a replica of Hank’s home, M Cross Ranch.
Visitors leave with a deeper appreciation for where
their food comes from and the people who produce it.
Free admission. ' CYNTHIA J. DRAKE
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At Toledo Bend Reservolr in far e
Texas, paddlers have more than

30 additional miles of waterwayto
explore with the recent openingd
four new paddling trails for all skil
levels. One of the country's top big
fishing lakes, the reservolr sits nex
the historic town of Hemphill onLnL
Texas-Louisiana border.

Lost Frontier Reach travels5
miles along a sheltered shoreline
where quiet Carrise Creek prov
opportunity to see native wildife
cast for sunfish, bluegill, and bas

The family-friendly Six Mile
Trail-named for its boat-launch
location—is 3 5-mile loop pro
from the wind, Youll find 2 pi2
and picnic facilities at the laun®

For more experienced
Palo Gauche Bayou is 3 remo”
backwater route that covers9™
' the Piney Woods, through '

historicalyy inhabited by the
Peoples.
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and birdjife.
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